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Photo: Joshua Fried’s new piece is called Hattie’s Dance. Photo courtesy of Jon Uleis / Provided by PR rep with

permission.

The Pyramid Cocktail Lounge was an important part of the cultural scene on the Lower East Side of

Manhattan, especially in the 1980s, when the property was a beacon for the drag, gay, punk and art

scenes, according to the NYC LGBT Historic Sites Project. To remember some of the influence of this

pivotal spot, dance artist Joshua Fried has created a new work called Hattie’s Dance, which will premiere

Friday, June 6, at the Performance Mix Festival in New York City. This performance is perfectly timed as

the world celebrates Pride Month.

Fried has a personal connection to the Pyramid because that’s where he worked on staff from 1981 to

1984, a time period that some would say was the heyday of the downtown club. Fried describes his new

piece like this: “Hattie’s Dance channels Pyramid punk-drag absurdism through polyrhythmic House

grooves and mid-tech wireless controllers.”

Fried has a long history on the Lower East Side, with a stint working at CBGB and a collaboration with

They Might Be Giants. He signed with Atlantic Records as a dance artist in the 1980s and became the

youngest composer featured in Schirmer Books’ American Music in the 20th Century, according to his

official biography. He has performed on an eclectic mix of stages in New York City, including Lincoln

Center, The Kitchen and La MaMa, among others.

Recently Hollywood Soapbox exchanged emails with Fried about Hattie’s Dance, which will share a bill with

two other performance pieces, kicking off at 8:30 p.m. on June 6. Questions and answers have been

slightly edited for style.

What was it like working and performing at the Pyramid Cocktail Lounge in

the 1980s?

I could write a book about it. A crucible for performance art and progressive drag — the East Village at its

most, um, combustible? Actually there are books about it: Life and Death on the New York Dance Floor,

1980–1983 by Tim Lawrence; and We Started a Nightclub by Susan Martin, Kestutis Nakas and Brian

Butterick.

Even though I only worked there for about two and a half years, it has forever — and delightfully —

warped my concept of performance. For decades afterward, I would dream about it.

Imagine a small room: at 7 p.m., bracing experimental theater (perhaps by future MacArthur winner

John Jesurun); by 9, the place is packed and grooving to tracks you’d hear at the Mudd Club, Paradise

https://www.nyclgbtsites.org/site/the-pyramid/


Garage or Studio 54. At midnight, you might catch me onstage — followed by They Might Be Giants or

the Red Hot Chili Peppers. During those bands, you might’ve seen me at the soundboard. But at 1:30

and 2:30 a.m.? Lady Bunny, RuPaul (who both got their start there) and crucial figures you may not know

— John Sex, Tanya Ransom.

What kind of music do you use for the performance piece?

Hattie’s Dance is my own composition. I’m basically a composer. I’ve been developing techniques for

generating hypnotic patterns. I’m calling the whole project phse. And I just released the first recording

(not Hattie’s Dance). It’s here:  joshuafriedmusic.bandcamp.com. 

When I was invited to perform at the launch of We Started a Nightclub, I couldn’t say no, so I condensed

my current long-form, brain-melting approach into something shorter: a saucy, highly danceable house

groove in which those same techniques constantly threaten to pull the rhythm apart. It’s the one

performance manifestation in my new project so far: I control the sound by waving my arms and

whacking what appears to be a sensor-embedded wig, and hitting a wireless shoe with a drumstick while

dancing around. 

Why call the work Hattie’s Dance? Who is Hattie?

Hattie was Brian Butterick’s drag name. Hattie ran the place, along with the co-founders. But Hattie

didn’t live to see the book published. Hattie was a Buddha.

What are your feelings when you pass the old location of the Pyramid today?

Joyful wistfulness. Sadness and loss? We can get that walking around anywhere — not just Avenue A.

Generally speaking, does today’s Lower East Side bring you joy? Hope? Anger?

Appreciation. (Is that a feeling?) With all the changes — gentrification, blah blah blah — it somehow

retains vitality and grit. Yes, I mostly go out and present my work in Brooklyn, not Manhattan, and yes,

the franchises have crept in — but there are still relatively few.

On Instagram, you’ve written that your work is increasingly “steeped in DJ-

dance-floor culture.” Can you explain this direction of your art?

Like a DJ, I use audio gear to create my work. Dance-floor culture fully embraces music played through

good speakers, whether or not anyone is onstage — or even whether there’s an actual dance floor.

http://joshuafriedmusic.bandcamp.com/
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That’s quite different from the concert hall, the theater or the rock club. The assumption is not

consumption, but community.  

You could call my current work post-minimalism. To my shock, over the decades, no one has sufficiently

exalted the connection between minimalist techniques and sensations, and the DJ/dance groove —

without compromising either one. Doing my best to fill that void — that’s my new project.

By John Soltes / Publisher / John@HollywoodSoapbox.com

Hattie’s Dance by Joshua Fried will be presented Friday, June 6, at 8:30 p.m. at the Performance Mix Festival at

Abrons Arts Center’s Underground Theatre in Manhattan. Click here for more information and tickets.

Visit Us on Facebook Follow us

https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-aubie-merrylees-helps-bring-boop-to-joyous-life/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-guitarist-berta-rojas-joins-with-paquito-drivera-for-special-92y-concert/
https://ci.ovationtix.com/209/production/1234001
https://www.facebook.com/HSoapbox/
https://api.follow.it/widgets/icon/c25JbWtMYmY3MUs0T1RQeFAzY0dBbElwSkpiZThTbk5KYWVQajI3TXNDc1Q3ckNRRVcxK0ZTcXQvcFNIb0RDdTRmbm5JRDRNM2FNV3RlMHdNMG8wcHZTWWNKbHB5T3NGWVE1dE9sM3VOZUtDQ25iN3MzS1F1M1FCWGMvQitJUmx8MlozS3ArR0MwT1pVYldtUzhvRHYzbVlyYys1SzdJQVFhVlI5cVhBZVJkYz0=/OA==/


Comment *

Name *

Email *

Website

Post Comment

Recent Comments

Valerie A West on INTERVIEW: Sebastian Bach on Dio, vocal lessons and breaking the hair metal curse

TIM JOHNSON on INTERVIEW: Almost Queen are the champions of tribute bands

Heather Christie on INTERVIEW: This Valentine’s Day, send some ‘LoveNotes!’

K Napierala on INTERVIEW: Soomi Kim, Laura Peterson create dance piece inspired by music recordings

John Dio on INTERVIEW: Dave Carraro of ‘Wicked Tuna’ has never eaten seafood — never

Archives

https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-sebastian-bach-on-dio-vocal-lessons-and-breaking-the-hair-metal-curse/#comment-273900
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-almost-queen-are-the-champions-of-tribute-bands/#comment-271632
http://www.lovenotesworldwide.com/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-this-valentines-day-send-some-lovenotes/#comment-268587
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-soomi-kim-laura-peterson-create-dance-piece-inspired-by-music-recordings/#comment-262177
http://wdio.johndio.com/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-dave-carraro-of-wicked-tuna-has-never-eaten-seafood-never/#comment-260309


June 2025

M T W T F S S

  1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30  

« May    

Search Hollywood Soapbox

Top Searches

59E59 Avery Brooks Battlestar Galactica Brent Spiner Cirque du Soleil ComiXology Dark Horse David Zayas Dexter

Film Forum George A. Romero Halloween Irish Repertory Theatre Jennifer Carpenter Jonathan Frakes Julie

Benz Kate Mulgrew Lauren Velez Manhattan Theatre Club Marina Sirtis Michael C. Hall Nana Visitor Nat Geo New York Asian

Film Festival New York Theatre Workshop Nichelle Nichols Night of the Living Dead Oscars Paper Mill Playhouse Patrick

Stewart PBS Rene Auberjonois Star Trek Star Trek: Deep Space Nine Star Trek: The Next Generation

Star Trek: The Original Series Star Wars Stephen King Steven Spielberg The Walking Dead Tribeca

Film Festival True Blood Twilight William Shakespeare William Shatner

Tags

Search

https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/2025/06/02/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/2025/06/03/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/2025/06/04/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/2025/05/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/59e59/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/avery-brooks/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/battlestar-galactica/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/brent-spiner/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/cirque-du-soleil/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/comixology/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/dark-horse/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/david-zayas/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/dexter/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/film-forum/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/george-a-romero/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/halloween/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/irish-repertory-theatre/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/jennifer-carpenter/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/jonathan-frakes/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/julie-benz/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/julie-benz/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/kate-mulgrew/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/lauren-velez/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/manhattan-theatre-club/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/marina-sirtis/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/michael-c-hall/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/nana-visitor/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/nat-geo/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/new-york-asian-film-festival/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/new-york-asian-film-festival/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/new-york-theatre-workshop/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/nichelle-nichols/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/night-of-the-living-dead/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/oscars/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/paper-mill-playhouse/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/patrick-stewart/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/patrick-stewart/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/pbs/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/rene-auberjonois/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek-deep-space-nine/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek-the-next-generation/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek-the-original-series/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-wars/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/stephen-king/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/steven-spielberg/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/the-walking-dead/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/tribeca-film-festival/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/tribeca-film-festival/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/true-blood/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/twilight/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/william-shakespeare/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/william-shatner/


59E59 Avery Brooks Battlestar Galactica Brent Spiner Cirque du Soleil ComiXology Dark Horse David Zayas

Dexter Film Forum George A. Romero Halloween Irish Repertory Theatre Jennifer Carpenter Jonathan

Frakes Julie Benz Kate Mulgrew Lauren Velez Manhattan Theatre Club Marina Sirtis Michael C. Hall Nana Visitor Nat

Geo New York Asian Film Festival New York Theatre Workshop Nichelle Nichols Night of the Living Dead Oscars Paper Mill

Playhouse Patrick Stewart PBS Rene Auberjonois Star Trek Star Trek: Deep Space Nine Star Trek:

The Next Generation Star Trek: The Original Series Star Wars Stephen King Steven Spielberg The

Walking Dead Tribeca Film Festival True Blood Twilight William Shakespeare
William Shatner

Pages

about hollywood soapbox

contact hollywood soapbox

Recent Posts

REVIEW: ‘E.1027 — Eileen Gray and the House by the Sea’

INTERVIEW: Guitarist Berta Rojas joins with Paquito D’Rivera for special 92Y concert

INTERVIEW: The Pyramid club is honored in new performance piece

INTERVIEW: Aubie Merrylees helps bring ‘BOOP!’ to joyous life

REVIEW: ‘Vulcanizadora’ is bizarrely transfixing

 

Copyright © 2025 Hollywood Soapbox. All rights reserved.

Theme: ColorMag by ThemeGrill. Powered by WordPress.

https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/59e59/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/avery-brooks/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/battlestar-galactica/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/brent-spiner/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/cirque-du-soleil/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/comixology/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/dark-horse/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/david-zayas/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/dexter/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/film-forum/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/george-a-romero/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/halloween/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/irish-repertory-theatre/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/jennifer-carpenter/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/jonathan-frakes/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/jonathan-frakes/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/julie-benz/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/kate-mulgrew/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/lauren-velez/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/manhattan-theatre-club/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/marina-sirtis/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/michael-c-hall/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/nana-visitor/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/nat-geo/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/nat-geo/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/new-york-asian-film-festival/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/new-york-theatre-workshop/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/nichelle-nichols/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/night-of-the-living-dead/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/oscars/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/paper-mill-playhouse/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/paper-mill-playhouse/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/patrick-stewart/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/pbs/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/rene-auberjonois/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek-deep-space-nine/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek-the-next-generation/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek-the-next-generation/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-trek-the-original-series/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/star-wars/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/stephen-king/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/steven-spielberg/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/the-walking-dead/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/the-walking-dead/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/tribeca-film-festival/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/true-blood/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/twilight/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/william-shakespeare/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/tag/william-shatner/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/about/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/contact-the-soapbox/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/review-e-1027-eileen-gray-and-the-house-by-the-sea/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-guitarist-berta-rojas-joins-with-paquito-drivera-for-special-92y-concert/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-the-pyramid-club-is-honored-in-new-performance-piece/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/interview-aubie-merrylees-helps-bring-boop-to-joyous-life/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/review-vulcanizadora-is-bizarrely-transfixing/
https://www.facebook.com/HSoapbox/
https://www.instagram.com/hollywoodsoapbox/
https://www.hollywoodsoapbox.com/
https://themegrill.com/themes/colormag
https://wordpress.org/

