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New Dance Alliance Announces 2025-
26 Black Artists Space To Create
Resident Artists

By HWM

The New Dance Alliance (NDA) has announced the 2025—26 resident artists for its

Black Artists Space to Create (BASC) program, continuing its commitment to
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honoring and uplifting Black voices in the dance and performance community.

This year’s selected residents—Tatiana Desardouin, Justice Jamal Jones, and
Nathan Trice—each bring unique creative perspectives and practices to this
esteemed residency.

Now in its fifth year, the BASC residency offers selected artists a one-week retreat
at Arts on Site R&R in Kerhonkson, New York, with access to a fully equipped
dance studio, accommodations, and a $2,000 stipend. Residents are also invited to
utilize NDA'’s Tribeca loft space for additional studio time throughout the season
and have the opportunity to present work at the annual Performance Mix Festival.

The initiative was originally envisioned in 2020 by artist and former NDA board
member Angie Pittman. “BASC was created as a way to value and amplify the
tremendous work that Black artists have historically done and are doing to shape

our nation’s imagination, language, and humanity,” Pittman said.

What makes BASC particularly unique is its artist-driven selection process. Each
year, a curatorial committee made up of past BASC artists and New York-based
artists of color is convened to select new residents. This model—borrowed in part
from Movement Research’s Artists of Color Council—emphasizes shifting curatorial
power to the communities it aims to serve and support.

This season’s curatorial committee members include esteemed artists Maria
Bauman, Ja’Moon Jones, Nubian Néné, and Jelani Taylor. The committee looks for
artists with a deep-rooted connection to community, a long-standing dedication to
their craft, and a clear voice in contemporary performance and cultural dialogue.

Meet the 2025—26 New Dance Alliance Artists-in-Residence

Tatiana Desardouin, a Haitian-born Swiss artist, brings her multifaceted
background as a choreographer, educator, performer, and cultural curator to the
residency. She is the founder of Passion Fruit Dance Company, a street dance
theater group known for its fusion of hip-hop, education, and social commentary.
Passion Fruit has graced the stages of Jacob’s Pillow, The Apollo, The Guggenheim,
and international festivals.

Desardouin holds advanced degrees in education and psychology, which inform her
movement pedagogy and her method, “Technique Within Your Groove.” She has
taught at numerous institutions including Harvard, Mount Holyoke, and Hunter
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College, and currently teaches at 92NY. Her accolades include being named one of

Dance Magazine’s “25 to Watch” in 2020 and winning the prestigious Vilcek
Foundation Prize and Bessie Juried Award in 2022.

Justice Jamal Jones is a filmmaker and performer whose visionary work bridges
cinema, spirituality, and embodied movement. Based in New York City, Jones
draws from African Diasporic cosmologies—particularly Haitian Vodou—to craft
visual and choreographic narratives rooted in ancestral memory and ritual.

Their acclaimed debut short film, “How To Raise a Black Boy,” has been featured in
over 30 international festivals and recognized by the Sundance Institute. Jones’s
projects often blur the lines between dance, film, and spirituality. Their mixed-
media work “Notes on a Siren” and forthcoming feature on Haitian revolutionary
Romaine La Prophetess further highlight their ability to blend performance with
historical and cultural reclamation. For Jones, movement is a sacred language
—”not metaphor,” as they say, “but memory and transmission.”

Nathan Trice brings decades of experience as a dancer, choreographer, educator,
and community builder. A U.S. Navy veteran and ordained minister, Trice is the
founder and artistic director of nathan trice / RITUALS, a Brooklyn-based
performance company that centers empathy, inclusivity, and spiritual inquiry
through dance and theater.

Since 2005, his company has been in residence at the Billie Holiday Theater, where
Trice has led socially engaged programs that bridge art and activism. His work
includes “The Recognizing Women Project,” a cross-cultural performance series,
and “An Inquiry Dynamic: The Future of...,” which invites younger generations into
dialogue through interdisciplinary art. Trice also co-founded ACRE (Artists Co-
creating Racial Equity) and serves as director of ChoreoQuest, a choreographer
residency program in Brooklyn.
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